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00:04 
CD: Alright Eugene, could we start, could we go back to where your 
coronal was? 


EL: Well the coronal was, hollered over the blow horn ‘save 
yourselves, you can’t put the fires out’ and the fellow, a sergeant next 
senior to me, had run out and grabbed a fire extinguisher and was 
killed right there, uh it was close to where I was at. And uh, of course 
the building just rattled from all the machine gun fire and all that, but 
they was settin’ all of the planes on fire, which we had close to fifty 
airplanes there, I don’t know exactly but close to it, and the set them 
all on fire and uh, and as soon as they got them on fire of course they 
left the minute that building stopped shaking with uh, (01:00) all the 
machine gun fire on it I jumped out of that and run to the guard 
house. See I had a rifle at the guardhouse, all the marines carried a 
rifle, and uh I run there to the guardhouse but there’s no ammunition, 
of course they’re all back up in the ammunition sheds. So, we got in 
the truck again and headed to the ammunition shed where my duty 
was, to get ammunition, no one had keys it seemed so I shot the lock, 
that 45 sure busts a lock. And got the ammunition and of course 
coming back to camp everywhere there were marines we’d toss the 
bandolier of ammunition and bring it back to the guard house and 
everywhere else and everybody set up for machine guns and 
everything else. And then, (02:00) of course we had to fortify 
ourselves very quickly, now this is in the first part of the raid, the lull 
between, right as soon as they left this was happening, after they left 
we were set up and another lull, bunch of air planes come back to 
shoot us up and of course we had little defense. And I’d say that 
everyone with a rifle was shootin’ at every plane that come over and I 
understand four airplanes was downed around that base and so, we 
made a little mark. And uh, I would say that it was, at least 36 hours 
before anyone stopped work, we fortified (03:00) our base just as fast 
as we could fortify everything and uh, I uh... 


03:08 
CD: I have to stop you, could we ask them to just keep the volume 
down. (background noise) 


03:35 
CD: Could we start back where you were distributing ammo? 


EL: Yes. Distributing the ammunition, we were throwing out 
ammunition to everyone, uh throwing it out everywhere to everyone 
so they could find different places get (04:00) behind stuff and shoot 
anything that come over but uh. We also had to fix up sandbags and 
everything else, to fortify for what ever we was going to do and uh, I 
uh, I worked at the tower, we sandbags, we put sandbags everywhere 
to uh, have protection you know from bullets and everything too. We 
figured the Japanese was going to come in on a landing and uh, of 
course our area was uh made up of hemp all around the outside of the 
base and a lot of coral holes and all that, it was pretty rough territory 
and all that, course the holes was places they could make defense and 
all that was down on the ground. Of course there were an awful lot 
(05:00) of scorpions and everything like that but uh, that’s a lot safer 
than a Japanese bullet. 


05:09 
CD: What’s your clearest memory of that day? 


EL: Clearest memory? The raid, the start of the raid because that 
was, it was hell right quick. Of course the fires, we couldn’t do 
anything about the fires and uh, it’s all destroyed all we could do was 
grab our rifles and hope we had the protection enough, we figured its 
all expendable. 


05:53 
CD: Was there any moment during that day were you had pride, in the 
actions of your fellow soldiers? 


EL: Oh yeah we all had a lot of pride, in aviation we all had basic 
training of uh, in marine we call them ground pounders, and I had 
more basic training than most of them on that aviation ‘cause I spent 
a year at that and uh, it was uh. We fortified everything else of our 
defense we could think of, very necessary. 


06:38 
CD: Did you lose any buddies that day? 


EL: Yes, uh yes the senior guy to me was killed. The sergeant, I knew 
him quite well, that was the only one I lost. I lost a lot of friends later 
but uh ... (07:00) any thing else? 


07:04 


CD: Yes. 
EL: That’s about it on that. 


CD: That night what were the rumors that were flying around the 
bases? 


EL: Oh, that night uh, Pearl Harbor lit up several times from tracer 
ammunition, they’d shoot off anti aircraft uh, everybody was so 
trigger happy it was pitiful. I understand some planes started to come 
in and they couldn’t from the states, I’m not sure how true that was, 
but uh everyone was trigger-happy and uh we was organized for 
anything else. Anyone walking around might be serious, we was pretty 
careful. (08:00) We were scared to death. (laughs) 


08:05 
CD: How long did it take you to replace those planes that were 
destroyed? 


EL: We never really got them replaced, we our squadron had two 
airplanes and uh, they came back from Ford Island, they were in a 
hanger and didn’t get destroyed, they flew them and in time they filled 
up the fighter squadrons as fast as they could. We had a few dive- 
bombers and all that, but uh in my squadron practically nothing really 
do good until I was called back to do another group (09:00) we came 
back to the States to form another group. And uh, this group, want me 
to go ahead? 


09:09 
CD: Briefly finish it up. 


EL: Our Squadron CO had a Jeading chief pick out uh, 20 men from 
our group and uh to form a new group, MAG 25. So we came back on 
the troop ship Henderson, it’s a hospital ship and uh, it took us two 
weeks to get back to the United States, it seemed to me that we was 
all over the Pacific to get back, dodging the submarines and all that. 
And the marines standing watched, we were not armed but just light 
machine guns and such as that and uh (10:00) small caliber guns. 
And uh, they were bring families back to the States from the navy and 
air force personnel and uh, we landed at San Francisco and uh took a 
train down to San Diego to form this new group. And when I came 
down here, for some reason they signed me to be a crew chief on a 
DC-3 and they use to teach pilots to fly that particular plane which we 
was going to get. And I was crew chief engineer for that and the rest 
of the group went to the factory to learn about the airplane except for 
a few was sent (11:00) for navigation school and uh. Anyway they 


assigned us all to different things to form our group and our group 
was formed up in March of ’42. And... 


11:26 

CD: I don’t want to get to far down the road here, ok? I’m going to 
bring it back here to Pearl Harbor again, I just want to get some 
thoughts on it before we go there. Have you been back to that, when 
did you hear, when did you hear the news that Pearl Harbor had been 
bombed and when did you hear about the damage that the Japanese 
had inflicted on the fleet? 


11:50 

EL: I would say real quick afterward ‘cause uh, some way they 
announced (12:00) pretty quick the damage, about the ship damage 
and all that. Word got out pretty fast. 


12:09 
CD: How did you react when you heard the news of all those 
battleships lost and sunk and damaged and all those lives lost? 


EL: Well, we didn’t have much reaction to, except we were just work 
day and night fortifying our self. I would say it was at least 48 hours 

before I slept, we were scared that the Japanese were coming in and 
we were fortifying our self as fast as we could. 


12:47 
CD: What’s the lesson of Pearl Harbor and the battle of Oahu that you 
experienced, what’s the lesson that for us today? 


EL: What what is? 


13:00 
CD: What’s the lesson of that day? 


EL: The lessons? Be prepared, we was not prepared. No references 
we was Close to war or anything, just absolutely surprise. Never be 
surprised again, get it out to the troops. That was the big trouble the 
whole thing, it was an awful lose to us, to us because of absolute 
surprise. 


13:36 
CD: Have you been back to the Arizona Memorial? 


EL: Yes. 


CD: When you stand on that memorial over that resting battleship, 


what thoughts go through your mind Eugene? 


13:48 
EL: Its an awful sad situation ... its very sad. (14:00) In uh, uh, it hits 
everyone. 


14:21 
CD: You had a chance to say something to those Japanese pilots who 
flew that day what would you say to them, today? 


EL: Well I wouldn’t say it was the pilots fault, fault to uh, on uh, their 
trained to do that. Its uh, the people in charge, it the uh government 
in charge and uh. Just (says something I can not understand), our 
government, the ones in charge sets the policy and it makes it hard on 
all the different (15:00) ones that follow, that should as far as the 
governments concerned. And I don’t doubt but I bet the Japanese 
people were being hurt and uh, but there were a dictatorship and uh, 
uh the people wanted more power to set charge. And it was different 
heads of state seem to get that way they get the power and it’s a 
shame that the world is that way but that seems to be the case. 


15:39 
CD: After Pearl Harbor what happened in America? 


EL: We, we was hurt, everybody knew it and they all worked together 
we were, uh, we’d been hurt so bad (16:00) with the depression. I 
was, my family went through all that depression and seen the starts of 
the depression and my parents went from wealthy farmers to nothing, 
and uh, were uh, seemed like we only lived in the same house for two 
or three months and had to move and, and it was just uh, almost 
starving, people. For some reason or another our family could live off 
the land and uh, I could, I’d get rabbits or anything else to eat. And 
uh, then farmers had better chance, interconnected farmers and all 
that (17:00) we had better chance to survive. Like I said we uh, we 
had a hard time of it though. Its kind of a sad thing taking it on back 
to there. 


17:24 
CD: But we won the war. 


EL: We won it? We won it. But we had to work for it, we had to work 
for it. And I worked on the supply, helped to that, after I come back to 
the states... 


CD: Hold on Leonard. 


17:51 
CD: Can you list of the major battles you directly helped supply? Just 
list them off. 


EL: The major battles. (18:00) For Guadalcanal. 


CD: Start that again, I stepped on you. Could you start that again? I 
stepped on your line could you start that again? 


18:11 

EL: Uh, I was for Guadalcanal, help saving Guadalcanal and uh, I uh, 
helped start MACs the score’s first squadron to start that and we 
called an air force to help us and supply and uh, the stuff for the base 
they needed, flying the wounded out and I helped started a nurse, I 
lost a man that uh got shot in the stomach and bleeding internally and 
I couldn’t do anything about it, he asked me to square him away and I 
couldn’t do anything but that. And uh, course uh I blew my stack on 
that and started flying core man (19:00) stuff to save it and that was 
the beginning to saving a lot of lives being able to bring them out, and 
one of them things that happened. 


19:18 
CD: What’s your proudest moment of the war Eugene? 


EL: My proudest moment? Ummmmm, that’s hard to say. When the 
war was over (laughs) when it come, it was done. 


19:44 
CD: What was your rank and job when you left the military? 


EL: Master Tech Sergeant, engineering chief of the furry section. 
Which uh, (20:00) I had one of the best jobs in the marine core. 


20:12 
CD: December 7", 1941 is a big date in our history, in America’s 
history what do you think that date represents to us as a country? 


EL: Well more or less to be prepared, but uh we have since to, 9/11 is 
another one just as bad. But for some reason the people haven’t stood 
up to that part, to me it was a very bad situation. And uh, looking at 
history (21:00) its another bad thing of history, and to me, I think I’ve 
seen how a lot of it happens, world over its uh, we’re, maybe be the 
start of Armageddon. 


21: Z20 
CD: Having the experiences you’ve had what do you think the future 


is for this country? 
EL: The future of this country? 
CD: Yes sir. 


EL: Well I love the freedom of people, and my ancestors all fought for 
that, my ancestors started this country, I mean personal my same 
names started this country, (22:00) that is on the Europeans, it was 
started before with the Indians. But my history is European and I start 
with the beginning, for slender, married and 1640 in the United 
States, my maiden name, my uh mother’s maiden name was Willard, 
Fort Simon Willard 1639 so, my people’s been here ever since the 
beginning of the Europeans. But I don’t have any (something) so I’m 
not here from the beginning (laughs). 


22:48 
CD: But when you look to the future of our country, what do you hope 
for? 


EL: Well I hope they'll be strong, for the uh (23:00) freedom of 
people and that’s not control of people, freedom when their controlled 
isn’t freedom, and I’m against big controls. But uh, we have to control 
the ill, uh the non-loving people among us, we need uh the Christian 
way of life. Now the Christian way of life is uh, very nice to people, 
Christianity that is what I’ve been taught been taught, I know the 
Dark Ages was very, very bad and they call that (24:00) Christianity 
but I don’t think that’s very Christian. 


24:04 
CD: I would agree with you, Eugene. Eugene is there anything that I 
haven’t asked you that you experienced at Pearl Harbor? 


EL: No, it showed maybe I haven’t amplified on how much we worked 
on settin’ things up. But uh, we made sandbags and all that, fortified 
everything you could think of around because we figured they was 
coming in to take the island, that’s all we could do. 


24:45 
CD: How did you fortify? 


EL: Oh, you set up small machine guns with sandbag (25:00) all over, 
around, down, not all over the island but our, our station. Everywhere 
was secret machine guns, anything we, we set air craft machine guns 
that wouldn’t fire for a long time because we didn’t have the cooling 
of it, but we’d done everything to (laughs), to do it. They was, they 


was prepared, you see that airplane and had machine guns and a lot 
of ‘em them machine guns wasn’t sittin’ in the airplane. But you had 
to improvise everything you could think of to do it and American 
people have a lot, a lot of ingenuity. That’s why we won the war. 


25:54 
CD: Eugene thank you so much for your time. 


EL: Umhm. 


CD: You did not ramble on like your wife warned me you would, said 
you did a great job, you did a very good job sir, thank you. National 
Park Service appreciates it. Now what we are going to do is 
something called room tone. 


26:16 
Room tone 


30:05 
End! 


